
You will be renting directly to 
our organisation, rather than 
to individual tenants. 
The guaranteed benefits of renting  
to Emmaus are:
• secure income: your tenancy agreement is 

with Emmaus Bristol, which means we pay 
the rent directly to you, and guarantee to do 
so for the duration of the lease

• monthly monitoring and maintenance  
of your property by our staff

• reduced letting costs: you won’t  
need to run tenancy checks

• reassurance of supported tenants who are 
members of the Emmaus Bristol team

• no lock-in period: we suggest a six month 
notice period on both sides though we are 
looking for stability and security, so cannot 
use short-term properties

• clear and regular communication:  
you’ll have a single point of contact at 
Emmaus Bristol

• tenant monitoring: we support the tenants 
throughout the tenancy, removing them 
from your property should they not abide by 
agreed rules. Tenants are also offered 
budgeting and tenancy courses

• peace of mind: Emmaus Bristol is part of an 
international movement which has been 
supporting people out of homelessness since 
1949; Emmaus Bristol was established in 
1998. We are an experienced charity, 
regulated by the Charity Commission

• significant social worth: you will enable 
individuals to return to independent living 
and working, and will play an important role 
in reducing Bristol’s housing and 
homelessness crisis.

 

Find out more
If you think renting to us could be for 
you, we would love to hear from you 
and will be happy to answer any 
questions you have.

You’re also welcome to visit us. 
Please call Antonia Reynolds  
on 07544 065023, or email  
antonia@emmausbristol.org.uk.

Earn a guaranteed, 
stress-free income 
and benefit others. 
Emmaus Bristol is looking for 
landlords to rent directly to us.
We need houses for the people we support 
so they can move on from our  
communal accommodation  
and return to independent  
living and working. 
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Emmaus Bristol is an independent charity affiliated to the worldwide 
Federation of Emmaus Communities. Charity Reg. No. 1071538

Emmaus Bristol 
Backfields House, Upper York Street, Bristol BS2 8QJ
Tel: 0117 954 0886 
www.emmausbristol.org.uk

@EmmausBristol

@EmmausBristol

“Moving on has  
been an important step 

for me. I feel life is really 
getting back to normal  

for the first time  
in a long time”

working together to end homelessness

An Emmaus Bristol 
Companion
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Your choice of rental period
We are happy to agree tenancy agreements of a 
length that suits you. The longer you’re able to rent 
to us, the better. We require a six month notice 
period on both sides. 

Careful selection of tenants
Your tenants will be selected Companions* who are 
currently living in Emmaus Bristol’s communal 
home, who have been team members for some 
time, and are ready to take the next step towards 
independent living. Each person will continue to 
be supported by our team. We will not allow 
anyone else to live in the property. 

Emmaus Bristol has a rigorous assessment process. 
Until they are ready to move on, our Companions 
live together in a large community house, without 
need for staff supervision, and volunteer full-time 
in our social enterprises. We only accept those who 
can live and work successfully as part of a 
community with strong guidelines. 

Only Companions who are ready to move on to 
independent living and working will do so.
* Members of the Emmaus Bristol  
community are known as ‘Companions’. 

Emmaus Bristol 
provides people 
who are homeless, 
or at risk of 
homelessness,  

a safe place to live, 
with tailored support. 

Those who join us, known as ‘Companions’, 
contribute to the effectiveness of our 
organisation, and to the well-being of others, 
through work in our social enterprises. 
Emmaus Bristol enables people to rediscover 
a sense of purpose in life, and to move on 
from homelessness. 

 

Suitable properties
We are ideally looking for houses with three or 
more bedrooms, so that Companions can live 
together and retain peer support as they move in. 
However, we will be glad to consider all properties 
from a one bed apartment upwards.

We have a strong track record of successfully 
managing private rental properties, and 
supporting the tenants in them.

Help to improve housing 
opportunities for people  
in Bristol
Rising house prices and major changes to the 
benefit system have resulted in a desperate 
shortage of affordable housing, with 1 in 170 people 
in Bristol now homeless*. Due to the chronic 
shortage of housing in Bristol, the criteria to access 
Bristol’s social housing are particularly stringent 
– unfortunately, Companions only meet the lowest 
criteria so can’t access housing that way.

Renting directly to Emmaus is a valuable and 
powerful way to counter the impact of these 
issues on those who deserve support to move  
on from homelessness. 
‘Homelessness has increased across all measures since 2010’ National 
Audit Office (Sept. 2017), ‘Homelessness’  
‘The number and proportion of households presenting as homeless due 
to the loss of private tenancy has soared since cuts to Housing Benefit 
began in 2011.’ Shelter (08 Nov. 2017), ‘More than 300,000 people in 
Britain homeless today’

* Shelter (Nov 2017),  
‘Far from Alone, 
Homelessness in  
Britain in 2017’

Supported by  
Nationwide Building Society
The recruitment of landlords and ongoing 
support of Companions to live independently is 
funded by the Nationwide Building Society 
Community Grants programme.

Dan Still 
Deputy Regional 
Director for the South 
West, Nationwide 
Building Society

“We know that 
there are many people who 
have been homeless or have 

experienced family or close friends 
without a home of their own, so it’s 
imperative that we do something 

about this.”
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